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vy~ Russian Cases [Nominative]
SlaUZC [!] Russian has six cases.

[!] The nominative case is the base form of nouns.
S tu d l es More clearly, this is the form presented in textbooks and dictionaries.
[!] Knowing the gender is essential to declining a noun.

Russian has three genders: masculine, feminine and neuter.
Luckily, identifying gender is very easy — the noun’s ending indicates it.

Masculine

o consonant

MOCT [bridge], AOM [house], KJIKOY [key], CHEI [snow], etc.
o H

Mail [May], pai, [paradise], YPOXKAH [harvest], My3€il [museum], etc.
o soft sign

OI'OHb [fire], HOKAb [rain], MEABEIb [bear], erM.]Ib [Kremlin], etc.

Feminine

o a

KHMUI'A [book], BOAA [water|, 3B€3/14 [star], TOJIOBA [head], etc.
o

HeaeJIsl [week], 3€MJIS [Earth], CTAThII [article], etc.
o soft sign

MOMOIIb [help], BelIb [thing], CHOUPH [Siberia], etc.

Neuter

o e/é

MOpe€ [sea], INIATHE [dress], 3MAHHE [building], etc.
o0

03€ePpo [place], MAJTBTO [coat], 00J1aK0 [cloud], MBLJIO [soap], etc.
O MiHA

BpeMsI [time], MMSI [name], etc.

Learn more at myslavicstudies.com



Learn more at myslavicstudies.com

Both masculine and feminine nouns can end in
the soft sign.
For that reason, you should memorize the
gender of every such noun.

Only ten nouns in the entire Russian language
end in -Msl.
Many neuter nouns are of foreign origin. Some
are even indeclinable — they never change.

To really help you, I’ve compiled a list of common nouns ending in the soft sign and separated them by gender.

Masculine Feminine
AJIKOT 0JIb [alcohol], pyJIb [steering wheel] JI000BB [love], poJib [role]
JeHb [day], KOpeHb [root] 0JIEHD [deer], 00yBb [footwear], JKM3Hb [life]
KaMeHb [stone], TOCTh [guest] KOCTB [bone], ABEPH [door]

JIOCOCH [salmon], KapTO(eJib [potato], peys [speech], HEPKOBL [church]

noprgenb [wallet], c10Bapsh [dictionary], nmocTeJib [bed], 001b [pain]
peMeHb [belt], CIEKTAKJIb [spectacle], OpOBb [eyebrow], TPYab [chest]
KaJeHJapsb [calendar], myTh [path], etc. ouepenn [line], COJIb [salt], HOYb [night], etc.

Before concluding this lesson, here is one last bit of essential information.

If a noun refers to a masculine being, it’s
masculine regardless of the ending: my:kunna
[man], asgaa [uncle], mana [dad], napensb [male
in his 20s or 30s].

Kode [coffee] can be either masculine or
neuter. More often, it’s masculine.

If a noun has a weird ending, such as one we
didn’t learn above, it’s of foreign origin and
neuter: kuBM [kiwi], kapat) [karate], etc.
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Quiz 1
Mark the proper gender of each noun.

1. coobmenue [message]

O masculine
O feminine
O neuter

N

. JIepeso [tree]

O masculine
O feminine
O neuter

3. kapanaam [pencil]

O masculine
O feminine
O neuter

4. ypo:xaii [harvest]

O masculine
O feminine
O neuter

5. moctean [bed]

O masculine
O feminine
O neuter

6. Bpems [time]

O masculine
O feminine
O neuter

7. Bewb [thing]

O masculine
O feminine
O neuter

8. ap0y3 [watermelon]

O masculine
O feminine
O neuter

9. mapk [park]

O masculine
O feminine
O neuter

10. 11000BHB [love]

O masculine
O feminine
O neuter
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Quiz 2
Mark the proper gender of each noun.

1. my:xumHa [man]

O masculine
O feminine
O neuter

2. Uranms [Italy]

O masculine
O feminine
O neuter

3. kuBM [kiwi]

O masculine
O feminine
O neuter

4. npaso [right]

O masculine
O feminine
O neuter

5. nmaarbe [dress]

O masculine
O feminine
O neuter

6. coub [salt]

O masculine
O feminine
O neuter

7. mapenb [male]

O masculine
O feminine
O neuter

8. xkuabé [living area]

O masculine
O feminine
O neuter

9. xode [coffee]

O masculine
O feminine
O neuter

10. gac [hour]

O masculine
O feminine
O neuter
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Answers:

Quiz 1:
1. neuter
2. neuter

3. masculine
4. masculine
5. feminine
6. neuter

7. feminine
8. masculine
9. masculine
10. feminine

Quiz 2:

1. masculine
2. feminine
3. neuter

4. neuter

5. neuter

6. feminine
7. masculine

8. neuter

9. masculine or neuter
10. masculine
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